
Dear Member, 

 

Lambeth and the cuts 

The Government have announced their spending plans for the next four years.  

The news for our communities in Lambeth is devastating.  We stand to lose 

almost a third of the council budget that pays for key public services like 

caring for the old, sick, vulnerable and disabled people, street cleaning, 

libraries, parks, school support, play, youth services, child safeguarding, 

HIV services, homelessness, skills training and careers advice to name just 

a few.  Other cuts hammer the poor and the vulnerable,  including a cap on 

housing benefit that could drive the poor out of inner London, rent rises of 

over 300% for new tenants, the end of secure tenancies, and a cut of 64% in 

funding to improve sub-standard council homes.  Schools also take a big hit 

with our rebuilding and refurbishment programme slashed by 60% despite a 

growing shortage of school places across London.  There have not been cuts 

on anything like this scale since before the Second World War.  

 

Our Labour Council can only spend the money we have available, so we are 

faced with heart-breaking decisions over service cuts.  We want to minimise 

the need to cut frontline services by looking elsewhere for savings, so we 

are working with neighbouring councils to share services, reducing 

back-office costs and finding new ways to deliver services at lower cost.  

Our plans to make Lambeth Britain¹s first Œcooperative council¹ will help - 

you can read more about the detail here http://cllrstevereed.wordpress.com/ 

but the scale of the cuts makes it impossible to protect all the services we 

care about.  

 

We want to discuss our approach to setting the council¹s budget with you, so 

I would like to invite you to attend a special meeting open to all Labour 

Party members in Lambeth.  We will discuss the cuts, the council¹s budget, 

and how we campaign alongside local residents and organisations.  We need 

local people to understand these cuts are the result of choices made by the 

Tory-Lib Dem Coalition, not by their Labour Council. And we must also make 

sure we are using Labour values to guide the decisions we take, and doing 

everything we can to protect the frontline services that matter most to 

local people.   

 

Date: Saturday 20 November 

Time: 11am 

Venue: Lambeth Town Hall 

Open to all Labour Party members in Lambeth 

 

Please bring your Labour Party membership card to gain admission 

I very much hope you can attend and look forward to seeing you.  

 

Cllr Steve Reed 

Leader of Lambeth Council 

http://cllrstevereed.wordpress.com/

