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What is happening to Housing Benefit?
If you live in social housing, are of working age, and are deemed to have 
more ‘bedrooms’ than you need, then from April 2013 you stand to lose 
between 14% and 25% of your weekly housing benefit entitlement.

Why is this happening?
The government says the taxpayer should not pay for unused ‘spare 
bedrooms’ and this policy will force tenants to ‘downsize’ to a smaller 
property, thus freeing up social housing for larger families.

Why should we fight it?
The real problem is the shortage of council housing. Many households 
affected do not even have a ‘spare bedroom’ but the government has 
changed the way it calculates your bedroom needs. Tenants who are 
under-occupying but not on housing benefit will not be affected show-
ing this is not about freeing up scarce social housing, but attacking 
poorer people. Even dining rooms can be counted as spare bedrooms. 
Children will have to share rooms and it will disproportionately affect 
people with disabilities.

Can we win?
There is already a groundswell of resistance to the tax. Across the 
country, tens of  thousands of people have already marched against the 
bedroom tax and held meetings on estates. Many councils and hous-
ing associations have spoken out against the bedroom tax - Dundee, 
Brighton and Hove and Islington councils have promised not to evict 
tenants. However, Lambeth Council will pursue rent arrears vigorously. 
For this reason we need to fight united. Doing nothing is not an option. 
Together we can win.

Who else is fighting?
Local orgainsations that are publicly against the Bedroom Tax include: 
Lambeth Unison, Lambeth Pan Disability Forum, Lambeth Pensioners, 
Lambeth DPAC, Lambeth Unite, Lambeth SOS and Lambeth DCH.

Get in touch if you want to help us campaign to axe the bedroom tax 
in Lambeth: nobedroomtaxforlambeth@gmail.com or call Xanthe on 
07901335613 to find out how you can help.
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