
Public
Meeting

Do we need 
a free school 
in Brixton? 

Wed 
5th

February
6.30–
8.30pm

If DfE can afford to buy Lambeth college
site, why not allow it to be used for further
education? Come and debate the issues. 

Questions about the 
Trinity Academy Free School

Will it be democratically
accountable?
Free schools are a kind of
academy and, like academies,
they are approved by and report
directly to the Secretary of State
for Education, with no local
democratic accountability.

Is it needed?
We do not have a shortage of
secondary school places in
either Brixton or Clapham. There
are areas in the borough, such
as in the south of the borough
where places are needed.

Is it wanted?
This is a school that says it has a
Catholic ethos, yet not even the
local Catholic diocese supports
it. They say that there are
enough school places in local
Catholic schools to meet
demand.

Do the council support it? 
No. Rachel Heywood, cabinet
member for children and
families, has been highly critical
of the decision:

“We already have enough
secondary school places in
Lambeth. We didn’t know
anything about the Trinity Free
School until we were informed
that it had been given
permission to open by the DfE,
and had we been consulted we
would have said that we did not
need another secondary school
in Brixton as we already have a
variety of good schools with
space.

“It is likely that the Trinity
Free School will have a negative
impact on existing provision,
including Catholic secondaries
like Bishop Thomas Grant and La
Retraite.” 

What will be the effect on
existing schools?
This school will have a negative
impact on existing secondary
schools. It will pull students and
funding away from them which
will put them under strain. 

Will this school be governed
by existing education
legislation?
No. Like all free schools and
academies this school will not
be subject to most existing
education legislation.

Who will I be able to go to if
I’m not happy with the way
the school is being run?
If the school are unable to
answer your query satisfactorily,
your only choice will be to go to
the Secretary of State for
Education who is responsible for
the running of academies and
free schools.

Will it follow the national
curriculum?
No. The Trinity Academy have
said they will buy in their
curriculum from a company
called Future. This is the same
company that provides the
curriculum to schools run by
Future in Pimlico where parents
are unhappy with what they

describe as a “rigid” and
“inflexible” curriculum. 

Where will the school take
students from?  
The school is using two
reference points, one being the
proposed site on Brixton Hill, and
the other being the clock tower
in Clapham. This raises the very
real possibility of the school
taking students from the
wealthiest parts of the borough
while negatively impacting on
poorer students at nearby local
schools.

Is the free school model
working?
No. The Discovery New School,
one of the first to be opened, and
a flagship of the programme,
has been ordered to close its
doors after Ofsted found the
quality of teaching and learning
was inadequate. The Al
Madinhah Free School in Derby
was failed by Ofsted and is
described as being “in crisis”.
The first free school in
Birmingham, the Nishkam Free
School, failed its Ofsted
inspection in July, and in
Bradford the head teacher of the
Kings Science Academy has
been arrested as part of a
serious fraud investigation at the
school.  These are just a few of
the free schools that are
experiencing problems as a
result of the rushed way they
have been set up, along with a
lack of oversight and democratic
accountability. 
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